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Part 1: Catastrophic Diseases
Smallpox
Smallpox was a deadly infectious disease that occurred in 1972 but was later eradicated through the development of a vaccine by Edward Jenner (Huremović, 2019). I selected this disease to be the worst phenomenon because it was a viral disease that was highly contagious. It killed hundreds of millions during the twentieth century, with a fatality of 30%. Smallpox is no longer around since a vaccine was developed by Edward Jenner, who experimented with an eight-year-old boy.
HIV/AIDS
Acquired Immuno Deficiency Syndrome, caused by Human Immunodeficiency Virus, was first reported in the 1980s in the USA and has since progressed to a global pandemic. HIV/AIDS is a burden since it continually spreads and affects people globally, economically, and health wise. Moreover, this disease causes about one million deaths annually; however, this rate has reduced, based on statistics (Huremović, 2019). More and advanced research on the disease could lead to the development of a vaccine. Once that is achieved, third world countries, which are the most affected by the disease, will recover and allocate the funds used for the ARVs to other forms of development.
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